[Prosthetic valve endocarditis].
Five patients underwent heart valve replacement with prosthetic valve endocarditis (PVE). The mortality was 5.8% (5/87). The diagnosis of PVE mainly depended on clinical features: consistent fever in 5 patients, embolism in 3, petechias in 2, recurrence of heart murmur in 5, III degrees A-V block in 1, and positive echocardiography findings in 5, but their culture of blood were negative. All the five patients died of embolism, dysfunction of prosthetic valve, and serious heart failure. We emphasize that reoperation may be advisable to the patients.